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What to Look for  
When Renting  

in the UAE 

A Step-by-Step Guide:  
 

 

 



	

	
	

VACO	MIDDLE	EAST	EST.	|	ABU	DHABI,	UAE	|	+971	56	947	9733	|	WWW.VACO.AE	|	INFO@VACO.AE	

Page	2	REF/RES/RE/005	

	

Renting	a	property	in	the	United	Arab	Emirates	(UAE)	can	be	an	exciting	experience,	but	it	requires	

careful	consideration	to	ensure	you	find	the	right	home	that	meets	your	needs	and	preferences.	From	

the	type	of	property	to	lease	terms	and	local	regulations,	here	is	a	step-by-step	guide	on	what	to	look	

for	when	renting	in	the	UAE:	

	

Determine Your Budget: 

Start	by	setting	a	realistic	budget	for	your	rental	property.	Consider	not	only	the	monthly	rent	but	also	

additional	expenses	like	security	deposits,	agency	fees,	and	utility	bills.	UAE	rental	prices	can	vary	

significantly	based	on	location	and	property	type,	so	understanding	your	budget	will	help	narrow	

down	your	options.	

	

Choose the Right Location: 

Consider	your	daily	commute,	proximity	to	essential	amenities	(supermarkets,	schools,	hospitals,	

etc.),	and	the	neighborhood's	safety	and	ambiance.	Each	emirate	in	the	UAE	offers	different	living	

experiences,	so	research	the	areas	that	align	with	your	lifestyle	preferences.	

	

Property Type and Size: 

Decide	on	the	type	and	size	of	property	that	suits	your	needs.	Whether	it's	an	apartment,	villa,	or	

townhouse,	consider	the	number	of	bedrooms,	bathrooms,	and	living	space	required	to	accommodate	

your	family	or	household	comfortably.	

 

Research Real Estate Agents: 

Look	for	reputable	real	estate	agents	who	specialize	in	the	area	you're	interested	in.	A	professional	

agent	can	guide	you	through	the	rental	process,	provide	insights	into	the	market,	and	help	you	find	

properties	that	match	your	criteria.	

	

Visit Multiple Properties: 

Schedule	visits	to	different	properties	that	meet	your	requirements.	Pay	attention	to	the	condition	of	

the	property,	including	the	quality	of	construction,	amenities,	and	maintenance.	Take	note	of	any	

existing	damages	and	discuss	potential	repairs	with	the	landlord.	
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Check Facilities and Amenities: 

Evaluate	the	facilities	and	amenities	available	in	the	community	or	building.	Depending	on	your	

preferences,	you	may	prioritize	access	to	gyms,	swimming	pools,	play	areas,	or	parking	spaces.	

	

Review Lease Terms and Conditions: 

Carefully	review	the	lease	agreement,	paying	attention	to	rental	duration,	renewal	terms,	notice	

periods,	and	any	additional	clauses	or	fees.	Seek	clarification	on	any	ambiguous	points	before	signing	

the	contract.	

	

Understand Maintenance and Repairs: 

Inquire	about	the	landlord's	responsibility	for	property	maintenance	and	repairs.	Understanding	

these	terms	beforehand	will	help	you	manage	expectations	and	ensure	timely	resolutions	for	any	

issues	that	may	arise	during	your	tenancy.	

	

Check Local Regulations: 

Familiarize	yourself	with	UAE	rental	laws	and	regulations	to	understand	your	rights	and	

responsibilities	as	a	tenant.	Be	aware	of	rent	increase	guidelines,	eviction	rules,	and	tenant	protection	

laws.	

	

Negotiate Rent and Terms: 

Don't	hesitate	to	negotiate	the	rent	or	lease	terms,	especially	if	you	plan	to	sign	a	long-term	contract.	

Landlords	may	be	open	to	discussions,	particularly	if	you	are	a	reliable	tenant	with	a	stable	financial	

background.	

	

Verify DEWA and Ejari Registration: 

Ensure	that	the	property	has	a	valid	Abu	Dhabi	Distribution	Company	(ADDC)	connection	and	that	the	

lease	agreement	is	properly	registered	with	Tawtheeq	(Abu	Dhabi's	tenancy	contract	system).	These	

registrations	provide	legal	protection	for	both	the	landlord	and	tenant.	

	

Prepare Required Documents: 

Gather	all	necessary	documents,	such	as	your	passport,	visa,	Emirates	ID,	and	proof	of	income,	to	

facilitate	the	rental	process.	Having	these	documents	readily	available	will	expedite	your	application	

and	ensure	a	smooth	transition	into	your	new	home.	
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By	following	this	step-by-step	guide,	you	can	make	informed	decisions	and	find	the	perfect	rental	

property	that	suits	your	lifestyle	and	budget	in	the	UAE.	Remember	to	conduct	thorough	research,	

seek	professional	assistance	when	needed,	and	negotiate	terms	to	ensure	a	successful	and	enjoyable	

renting	experience.		

How can we help? 

Our	Asset	Portfolio	consultancy	service	is	designed	to	assist	buyers	in	purchasing	investment	

properties	in	Abu	Dhabi.	Investing	in	property	is	a	great	way	to	build	generational	wealth	and	take	

advantage	of	tax-free	income.	Our	team	of	investment	experts	works	closely	with	clients	to	identify	

opportunities	that	meet	their	needs	and	goals,	provide	guidance	on	market	trends	and	regulations,	

and	help	with	all	aspects	of	the	purchase	process.	We	also	assist	clients	in	furnishing	properties	and	

finding	tenants,	providing	a	hassle-free	and	profitable	investment	experience.	With	VACO's	Foreign	

Property	Investment	Consultancy,	clients	can	enjoy	the	benefits	of	owning	an	investment	property	in	

Abu	Dhabi,	including	the	potential	for	significant	returns	on	investment,	a	stable	and	growing	real	

estate	market,	and	a	favourable	tax	environment.	Invest	in	your	future	and	build	a	solid	foundation	for	

generational	wealth.	
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Need More? 

 VACO Has You Covered 
	

VACO	Middle	East	is	a	leading	consulting	firm	that	provides	innovative	and	customized	solutions	to	

help	businesses	thrive	in	the	dynamic	global	market.	We	specialize	in	a	range	of	services,	including	

strategic	planning,	human	resource	development,	accreditations,	and	marketing	strategy	

development,	tailored	to	meet	the	unique	needs	of	start-ups	and	established	companies	alike.	With	

our	expertise	and	collaborative	approach,	we	can	help	you	take	your	business	to	the	next	level	and	

achieve	your	goals.	Reach	out	to	our	team	today	and	find	out	how	you	can	grow	your	business.	
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